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definition is the statement that its central function is to
acquire verifiable knowledge. A verifiable fact is one?
that has shown itself to have a relation to certain definable
conditions such that wherever and whenever the condi-
tions have been reproduced the fact in question ha^
always accompanied them. Such verification is the
characteristic and only sanction of science. Whether we
like a given fact or not, and whether it seems true or
revolts our reason, are quite irrelevant to its scientific
validity.                                           \

All knowledge comes from noticing resemblances and
recurrences in the events that happen around us.
Although some of us may be much quicker than others in
the power of seeing and comparing, it is obvious that the
greatest talent cannot carry us very far as long as observa-
tion and experiment are applied only to random
experience. It is the discovery of natural science that
experience can be simplified so that on the one hand
resemblances and recurrences in events can be mow
easily seen, and on the other that the conditions in which
they occur can be completely specified. This, using the
term in the broadest sense, is the experimental method,
In one aspect it may be regarded as a mere refinement of
the rough and ready trial and error of the craftsman and
the common man. In another aspect, however, the
change is so great as to be virtually a qualitat: *e one and
to make the method distinct from all others. It is not
necessary to dilate here on the power it has displayed in
advancing knowledge or the huge acceleration it has
imparted to that process. It is more relevant to note the
limits to which its application is subject. The scientific
method is unfitted to tackle directly the turbulent stream
of everyday experience and common affairs ; it must runt
off minute fractions of it into carefully specified anij